From Burkitt's lymphoma to chronic active Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) infection: an expanding spectrum of EBV-associated diseases.
Epstein-Barr virus (FBV) is one of 8 known human herpesviruses. EBV infection usually occurs in early childhood and is subclinical. However, primary infection in adolescence or adulthood causes infectious mononucleosis in approximately half of infected individuals. Recently, the spectrum of human diseases associated with EBV injection has increased, primarily due to methodological advances in EBV detection. Initially, EBV was isolated from a cultured Burkitt lymphoma cell line, and has been felt to be etiologically linked to the development of Burkitt lymphoma, as well as other human malignancies. This review mainly focuses on pathogenetic mechanisms, many of which remain enigmatic, for the various human diseases, which are considered to be associated with EBV injection.